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Communication as Christian Rhetoric
SP 501 - A Course Syllabus/Fall 2004
Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:45 PM
Room Assignment: SH 231
INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION______________________________________
Stacy R. Minger, Ph.D.
Email: stacy_minger@asburyseminary.edu
Office: 859.858.2048
Office Hours: Tuesday (9:30 – 11:00 AM)
Wednesday (4:00 – 5:00 PM)
Thursday (2:30 – 4:00 PM)
COURSE DESCRIPTION
____________________________________
This class provides a context for instruction and practice that introduces the craft of written and
spoken communication within a clearly articulated Wesleyan theological framework for the
purpose of Christian ministry. Its purpose does not simply replicate undergraduate speech and
communication studies. Students will acquire appropriate means for cultivating necessary habits
of Christian life and speech in light of the Christian rhetorical tradition, classical rhetoric, and
contemporary communication studies in preparation for Christian ministry in a multi-cultural
society.
______________________________________
GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES
Having completed the course, students will demonstrate ability to:
 Express a basic understanding of how practical wisdom derived from biblical and
classical rhetoric, communication and cultural studies inform the practice of Christian
speech;
 Demonstrate sufficient theological and practical understanding for faithful use of
Christian language, for selecting and arranging material in a manner fitting for particular
situations and audiences, and for clear, coherent presentations and persuasive delivery;
 Articulate persuasive arguments in written and oral form that demonstrate a capacity for
faithful Christian discourse supported by appropriate research and reflection;
 Within a Wesleyan framework, communicate a vision of Christian rhetoric that
demonstrates an understanding of how theory is embedded in and informs practice;
 Demonstrate presentational skill with regard to vocal control, paralanguage and body
language appropriate to the audience for the purpose of supporting message reception.
______________________________________
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
Cunningham, David S. Faithful Persuasion: In Aid of a Rhetoric of Christian Theology. Notre
Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 1990. ISBN 0-268-00985-6
Shaw, R. Daniel, and Charles E. Van Engen. Communicating God's Word in a Complex World.
Lanham, MA: Rowman & Littlefield, 2003. ISBN 0-7425-1447-1
Sprague, J., and D. Stuart. The Speaker's Handbook. 7th ed. Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth,
2005. ISBN 0-534-63880-5
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COURSE SCHEDULE
9/8
Orientation/Introduction

______________________________________
Syllabus

9/15

The Rhetorical Tradition
Foundational Issues

Cunningham, Intro & Ch. 1 (pp. 1 – 41)
Shaw & Van Engen, Part 1 (pp. 1-64)
Sprague & Stuart, Part 1 (pp. 3 – 46)
Interaction Paper #1

9/22

Speech Preparation &
Audience Analysis

Cunningham, Ch. 2 (pp. 42-97)
Shaw & Van Engen, Part 2 (pp. 65 – 153)
Sprague & Stuart, Part 2 (pp. 49 – 109)
Part 4 (pp. 306 – 328)
Interaction Paper #2

9/29

Character of the Speaker
Organization of the Speech

Cunningham, Ch. 3 (pp. 98 – 147)
Sprague & Stuart, Part 3 (pp. 113 – 175)
Interaction Paper #3

10/6

Speech Presentations
(Introductions & Life Experience)

Groups 1 – 3

10/13 Speech Presentations
(Introductions & Life Experience)

Groups 4 – 6

10/20 Speech Development as
Theological Task

Cunningham, Ch. 4 (pp. 148 - 203)
Shaw & Van Engen, Part 3 (155 – 208)
Sprague & Stuart, Part 4 (pp. 179 – 280)
Interaction Paper #4

10/27 Presentation & Informative
Strategies

Sprague & Stuart, Part 4 (pp. 281 – 286) &
Part 5 (pp. 331 – 374)
Interaction Paper #5

11/3

Informative Speech Presentations

Groups 1 – 3

11/10 Informative Speech Presentations

Groups 4 – 6

11/17 Presentation & Persuasive
Strategies

Sprague & Stuart, Part 4 (pp. 287 – 305) &
Part 5 (pp. 335 – 403)
Shaw & Van Engen, (pp. 209 – 219)
Cunningham, Ch. 5 (pp. 204 – 258)
Interaction Paper #6

11/24

Reading Week – No Class

12/1

Persuasive Speech Presentations

Groups 1 & 2

12/8

Persuasive Speech Presentations

Groups 3 & 4

12/16 Persuasive Speech Presentations
Groups 5 & 6
We will meet during our scheduled exam period 1 – 3 PM
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______________________________________
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES
In contrast to many educational venues, lecture will not be used as the primary method of
instruction. Rather our class time will be structured to facilitate interaction with the assigned
reading and with each other. It is my desire, as the instructor, to invite you into a learning
community where each person’s life experience and insight into the texts become resources for
critical engagement and mutual learning.
Each class period will consist of movement through a variety of learning activities based on
individual reflection as well as small group and corporate interaction. As the instructor, I will
often use Power Point presentations to highlight ideas and/or facilitate class interaction. Power
Point presentations will be placed in the SP 501 Course Folder no later than 2 hours prior to the
start of class on any given day. You may choose to print these and bring them to class for note
taking purposes.
Please note: due to the nature of the class as one that is designed not to “transmit” information,
but rather interact with what we have already read as well as engage each other - Please do not
bring laptop computers to class. While the use of this technology in other learning settings is of
great value; in this setting the use of personal computers will hinder the development of the
desired learning environment.
While personal laptops will not be used in the classroom setting, we will take advantage of the
technology available through First Class. A course icon will appear on your desktop when you
log into First Class. It is here that you will submit your interaction papers, find directions for
completing interaction papers as well as receive course instructional materials and course
announcements. In addition you are encouraged to use this venue as a place to interact outside of
class sharing insights or engaging each other with regard to your reading or course content. In
the “Koinonia” folder you are encouraged to share in fellowship and prayer.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
______________________________________
Interaction Papers. Six 2 – 3 page interaction papers will be assigned across the course of the
semester (see course schedule for due dates). The topic and specific instructions for the
completion of each interaction/reflection paper will be posted in the SP 501 course folder on
First Class one week before it is due.
You will submit the interaction papers as an email attachment to the “Course Office” in First
Class anytime prior to the beginning of class on the day that the paper is due.
In general, the interaction papers will provide a forum for you to: 1) Critically interact with the
assigned reading; 2) Prepare for class discussion; 3) Link the readings to your life experience;
and 4) Consider issues central to a theology of Christian speech communication.
Speeches.
 Speeches will be delivered extemporaneously – that is, you will prepare thoroughly, but
you should not memorize the speech nor read it word-for-word from a manuscript.
 Time limits for speeches must be observed. The topic for each speech is of your own
choosing; however, care should be given that the chosen topic meets the guidelines the
speech assignment. If you have questions as to the appropriateness of a topic choice,
please consult with me prior to giving the speech.
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 All four speech assignments must be completed in order to receive a grade for this
course.
Speech of Introduction. Time Limit: 1 – 1 ½ minutes
Life Experience Speech. Rarely, if ever, will you be called upon, as a Christian leader, to
speak solely out of your own personal experience. Therefore, this speech should be
viewed as a component that may be incorporated into informative or persuasive speeches.
This component is isolated for the purposes of this course in order to explore how one’s
personal life experiences can be conveyed appropriately and effectively in service of the
overall purpose of a given presentation.
Time Limit: 3 – 5 minutes.
Informative Speech. The purpose of this speech is to clarify a concept, idea, principle,
method or process that is appropriate to your role as a Christian leader in a ministry
setting (other than worship or preaching) or within the wider community in which you
minister. You will identify the intended audience for the class prior to presentation of the
speech.
On the day of your presentation you will submit the following information on a single
piece of paper: your name, date, topic, your reason for choosing this topic, purpose
statement, the intended audience, and a list of references (according to MLA style
guidelines). This submission will be apart of your speech grade.
Time Limit: 6 – 8 minutes.
Persuasive Speech. The purpose of this speech is to create, reinforce, modify, or
extinguish your audience’s beliefs, attitudes, intentions, motivations, and/or behaviors
(Gass & Seiter, 1999). The persuasive speech will be appropriate to a specific ministry
setting (other than worship or preaching) or within the wider community in which you
minister. You will identify the intended audience for the class prior to presentation of the
speech.
On the day of your presentation you will submit the following information on a single
piece of paper: your name, date, topic, your reason for choosing this topic, purpose
statement, the intended audience, and a list of references (according to MLA style
guidelines). This submission will be apart of your speech grade.
Time Limit: 9 - 11 minutes.
Speech Responses. After each speech presentation, you will view the videotape of your speech
(the introductory speech will not be videotaped) and complete the appropriate speech evaluation
form found in the SP 501 course folder on First Class. Your comments should reflect thoughtful
engagement with the course readings, lectures, and class discussion.
The evaluation should be completed and emailed to my office in the SP 501 course folder no
later than 12 noon on the Monday following your presentation. Upon receiving your selfevaluation, I will provide you with my completed evaluation via email.
Final Essay. The final essay of 7 - 8 pages is not a research paper; rather this assignment
provides you the opportunity for reflection on the class experience. As a result of the readings,
SP 501 Communication as Christian Rhetoric Syllabus

Page 4

class discussion, listening to and giving speeches, as well as giving and receiving critiques of
speeches you will address the components of communication that you have come to embrace as
essential to Christian leadership. Specific guidance for completing this assignment will be
provided in the SP 501 course folder on First Class one month before prior to the due date.
______________________________________
COURSE EVALUATION
Points for the course will be distributed according to the following schedule:
Written Work
Interaction Papers (6 @ 15 pts each)
90 points
Speech Responses (2 @ 10 pts each; 2 @ 20 pts each)
60 points
Final Essay
100 points
Speeches
Introduction
25 points
Life Experience
50 points
Informative
75 points
Persuasive
100 points
Total Points
500 points
Your final grade for the course will be determined by the total points earned:
Letter Grade
A
AB+
B
B-

Points Needed ************ Letter Grade
475 – 500
C+
450 – 474
C
435 – 449
C415 – 434
D+
400 – 414
D
D-

Points Needed
385 – 399
365 – 384
350 – 364
335 – 349
315 – 334
300 – 314

______________________________________
COURSE ASSUMPTIONS
Classroom Community. It is assumed that you will engage in behavior that builds class
community. This expectation includes: engaging in class discussion, practicing active listening,
demonstrating respect toward all members of class, and refraining from nonverbal behavior that
detracts from community. My personal “pet peeves” of this nature include: sleeping, not
making eye contact, arriving late, leaving early, cell phones ringing, and knuckle cracking. You
will have the opportunity to share yours on the first day of class ☺
Please note the “Koinonia” icon located in the SP 501 course folder on First Class. You are
invited to use this forum as a place to offer each other encouragement and invite others to pray
for you and with you. I am thankful that our technology allows us to “connect” beyond the walls
of the classroom – and I look forward to sharing with you in this setting.
Attendance. It is assumed that you will attend each class and be on time for each session. If you
are ill or experiencing a family crises, you should contact me before class begins to make
arrangements for such an absence. For each unexcused absence, your final grade will be reduced
by 10%. You are only required to be in attendance on the speech days that you (and your group)
are scheduled to give a presentation. You are welcome to attend any or all of the presentation
days and fully participate in class critique and interaction; however, an absence on these days
will not impact your grade.
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Writing Skills. It is assumed that you have already developed writing skills appropriate to a
Master’s level degree program. You should be able to compose grammatically correct sentences,
write well-developed paragraphs, and express your ideas in a well-organized coherent manner.
In addition, you should be able to follow the MLA writing style guidelines, using correct citation
and notation. Evaluation of written work submitted without attention to grammar, form, and
style guidelines as well as the use of inclusive language will impact the student’s grade.
Information Commons. It is assumed that you have the skill to access the library catalog and
electronic databases in order to research topics of interest for your oral presentations. If you do
not know how to use the available resources, be sure to ask the staff of the Information
Commons for assistance and training.
Completion of Assignments. It is assumed that you will turn your assignments in on time. All
written assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. All assignments should be
proofread carefully before they are turned in. Late work will result in a 10% grade reduction for
each day that passes beyond the due date.
Academic Integrity. All written work and oral presentations for this course must be the original
work of the student. The use of sources to support and develop one’s written and oral
presentations is encouraged with the appropriate documentation (please refer to Asbury
Seminary’s policy regarding plagiarism).
Special Needs. If you are disabled in anyway or have any type of health issue that may have an
impact on either you or your classmates, please talk with me after the first class so that
appropriate and reasonable accommodations can be made.
A PERSONAL NOTE__________________________________________________________
I am pleased to have each of you in class and look forward to getting to know you better as we
proceed through the semester. Please take note of my office hours and stop by for a visit; you do
not need to have a class question or concern!
However, if you do have questions or concerns – absolutely – come see me! There are several
course related reasons that may prompt you to stop by or make an appointment:
 One of the unique challenges encountered by students in this class is the fear of public
speaking. A call to ministry does not automatically eradicate the anxiety related to
speaking before an audience. Please don’t let the anxiety overwhelm or paralyze you.
 You are not confident that your speech meets the criteria of the assignment. I would be
happy to look at an outline or even listen to your speech prior to the in class presentation.
It is always better to clarify prior to the speech than experience regret afterward.
 Receiving speech evaluations can be ego bruising and emotionally difficult. If you want
further clarification with regard to an evaluation, guidance on how to address identified
weaknesses for future speech assignments, or simply a listening ear, I am available to
you.
SYLLABUS REFERENCES______________________________________________________
Gass, R. H., and J. S. Seiter. Persuasion, Social Influence, and Compliance Gaining. Boston:
Allyn and Bacon, 1999.
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